THE  TRAGEDY OF RAMS AT MACDONALD
country. Baldwin took fright, threw over his Foreign Secretary
and jettisoned the Hoare-Laval arrangement. On 19 Decem-
ber 1935 Attlee, on behalf of the Labour Opposition, moved
in the House of Commons :
c That the terms put forward by His Majesty's Govern-
ment as a basis for an I tillo-Abyssinian settlement reward the
declared aggressor at the expense of the victim, destroy,
collective security, and conflict with the expressed will of
the country and with the Covenant of the League of Nations,
to the support of which the honour of Great Britain is pledged;
this House, therefore, demands that these terms be immedi-
ately repudiated.'
The Leader of the Opposition was able to show that the
whole country was shocked at what had happened. He pointed
out tJiat the Government had betrayed the people of Abyssinia,
betrayed the League, and betrayed the people of this country
who had voted for the Prime Minister at the last election. At
that election the people were asked to vote for the Prime
Minister as c the man you can trust * and great stress was
made of his unswerving fidelity to League principles. The
Government's election manifesto said ;
c the League of Nations will remain as heretofore, the key-
stone of British foreign policy, . . * We shall therefore
continue to do all in our power to uphold the Covenant.
and to maintain and increase the efficiency of the League.
In the present unhappy dispute between Italy and Abys-
sinia there will be no wavering in the policy we have
hitherto pursued/
MacDonald, who had kept step with Baldwin both in open
support and secret antagonism to the League, had nevertheless
said in his election address at Scaham :
* Peace is the supreme concern of civilization and I believe
the future of peace depends on how far the League of Nations
acting as a united body can prevent aggressors from gaming
advantage by war. So soon as nations band themselves
together to prevent war bringing even the semblance of
benefit to the aggressors that will end war and enable peace
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